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overseeing probationers. Probation departments are increasingly strained to adequately mon-
itor and supervise probationers due to growth in caseloads. A common alternative is the use 
of privatized probation services (Figure 10.5). Private probation agencies operate by requiring 
probationers to post a bond as insurance for their compliance with community corrections 
standards. If probationers fail to comply with conditions of their sentences, the bond money 
is lost. In some jurisdictions, privatizing probation services includes the use of privately 
commissioned presentence reports. Some find that privatized presentence reports tend to be 
favorable to offenders and costlier (up to $5,000) than those written by state probation offi-
cers. In addition, the use of privatized probation services introduces yet another aspect of  
potential economic discrimination into the criminal justice system. Private probation agencies  
generally focus on probationers of specific types. For example, in many states, private  
probation services supervise those convicted of DUI or driving while ability impaired.

GOALS OF CORRECTIONAL 
RESPONSES IN THE COMMUNITY

The goals of correctional responses in the community align with the perspectives and 
purposes of the overall criminal justice system. In Chapter 1, we identified the five overlap-
ping perspectives of the criminal justice system: crime control, rehabilitation, due process, 
restorative justice, and nonintervention. Community correction sentences are in many 
ways an improvement over traditional incarceration.
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Figure 10.5  n  Private Prison Facilities Owned or Controlled by GEO Group

What advantages and disadvantages do private prisons offer? In August 2016, the federal 
government announced its intention to end the use of private prisons, because they are less safe and 
less effective. If you were governor of a state, would you use them? Why or why not? Why do you 
feel there are more of these facilities in the South than the North?
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